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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tiperneni (US 
Publication No. US 2002/0109859). 

Concerning claim 10, Tipirneni discloses an image resource database (50, Fig.l) storing 
image data along with simplified image data (thumbnail images) thereof and/or contents-related 
information attached thereto, comprising a retrieval execution portion outputting said simplified 
image data of the image data matching a retrieval and/or data regarding a designated item among 
contents-related information attached to said image data (select different settings, selected 
medical facilities, selected patients, selected images, selected size of an image), when responding 
to an on-demand image delivery server in relation to a retrieval result (paragraphs 29, 32, 33, 40- 
45). 

Concerning claim 11, Tiperneni discloses a client terminal (150, Fig.l) receiving from an 
on-demand image delivery server (110, Fig.l) and displaying on a screen, information on image 
data matching a retrieval condition, said client terminal comprising a retrieval result display 
function portion (Figs.6, 7) outputting simplified image data of the image data matching the 
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retrieval condition and/or data regarding a designated item among contents-related information 
attache to said image data which are notified from the on-demand image delivery server (Figs. 8- 
10; Abstract; image data to be delivered (Figs. 8-10; Abstract; paragraphs 29, 32, 33, 40-45). 

Concerning claim 12, Tiperneni discloses a server system (Fig.l) having an on-demand 
image delivery server (110) and an image resource database (50) wherein 

- said server (110) having one or a plurality of retrieval items as a retrieval condition 
inputted from the client terminal (Fig.7) comprising a retrieval function portion (Fig.7) retrieving 
an image resource database (50, Fig.l); a retrieval result displaying function portion (Figs.6-7) 
displaying a view of simplified image data of image data (thumbnail image) matching a retrieval 
condition and/or data regarding a designated time among contents-related information attached 
to said of image data, on a screen of the client terminal (Figs. 8-10; Abstract; paragraphs 23, 27- 
29, 32-35,38-41,44-45). 

- said image resource database (50, Fig.l) storing image data along with simplified image 
data (thumbnail images) thereof and/or contents-related information attached thereto, comprising 
a retrieval execution portion outputting said simplified image data of the image data matching a 
retrieval and/or data regarding a designated item among contents-related information attached to 
said image data (select different settings, selected medical facilities, selected patients, selected 
images, selected size of an image), when responding to an on-demand image delivery server in 
relation to a retrieval result (paragraphs 29, 32, 33, 40-45). 

Concerning claim 13, Tiperneni discloses a server system (Fig.l) having an on-demand 
image delivery server (1 10), and an image resource database (50), and a client terminal, wherein 
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- said server (110) having one or a plurality of retrieval items as a retrieval condition 
inputted from the client terminal (Fig.7) comprising a retrieval function portion (Fig.7) retrieving 
an image resource database (50, Fig.l); a retrieval result displaying function portion (Figs.6-7) 
displaying a view of simplified image data of image data (thumbnail image) matching a retrieval 
condition and/or data regarding a designated time among contents-related information attached 
to said of image data, on a screen of the client terminal (Figs. 8-10; Abstract; paragraphs 23, 27- 
29, 32-35,38-41,44-45). 

- said image resource database (50, Fig.l) storing image data along with simplified image 
data (thumbnail images) thereof and/or contents-related information attached thereto, comprising 
a retrieval execution portion outputting said simplified image data of the image data matching a 
retrieval and/or data regarding a designated item among contents-related information attached to 
said image data (select different settings, selected medical facilities, selected patients, selected 
images, selected size of an image), when responding to an on-demand image delivery server in 
relation to a retrieval result (paragraphs 29, 32, 33, 40-45). 

Concerning claims 14-16, Tiperneni discloses a retrieval result displaying method related 
to an on-demand image delivery system (Fig.l), displaying a view of simplified image data of 
said image data matching a retrieval condition and/or data regarding an item set by an image 
resource database, or an item set by an on-demand image delivery server, or an item set by said 
client terminal among contents-related information attached to said image data, on a screen of a 
client terminal (Figs5-7; paragraphs 29, 32, 33, 40-45). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tiperneni (US Publication No. US 2002/0109859). 

Concerning claim 1 , Tipirneni discloses an on-demand image delivery server (110, Fig. 1) 
delivering image data based on a request from a client terminal (150, Fig.l), said server (110) 
having one or a plurality of retrieval items as a retrieval condition inputted from the client 
terminal (Fig.7) comprising a retrieval function portion (Fig. 7) retrieving an image resource 
database (50, Fig.l); a retrieval result displaying function portion (Figs.6-7) displaying a view of 
simplified image data of image data (thumbnail image) matching a retrieval condition and/or 
data regarding a designated time among contents-related information attached to said of image 
data, on a screen of the client terminal (Figs. 8-10; Abstract; paragraphs 23, 27-29, 32-35, 38-41, 
44-45). 

Tipirneni does not directly teach that the displaying of a view of simplified image data of 
image data on the screen of the client terminal for confirmation of contents of image data to be 
delivered. However, Tipirneni teaches that "after receiving the populated HTML web pate, 
physician computer 150 displays the HTML web page for the selected medical facility on display 
154. The physician then views all of the patient folder 60 names which are available and selects 
a particular patient name from which the physician can view the selected patient's images (step 
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370). A data packet containing the patient selection is suitably transmitted to host server 1 10. 
After receiving the patient selection data packet, host server 110 suitably transmits the patient 
selection information . . ." (paragraph 44). Thus, before receiving the selected images from the 
host server 110, the client at the physician computer 150 can view the selected images. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to consider the 
displaying of a simplified image data on a screen of the client terminal is for confirmation of 
contents of image data to be delivered since the fact that the client at the physician computer can 
view the selected images from the host before the host transmits the complete package of the 
selected images to the client is also for confirmation of contents of image data to be delivered. 

Concerning claims 2-4, 6-7, 9, Tipirneni further teaches that the retrieval result 
displaying function portion determines the designated item based on a setting of an image 
resource database (50), or a setting of a device, or a setting of the client terminal (setting of the 
display in Fig.6); the image data can be delivered to a client terminal distinct from a client 
terminal issuing a retrieval request (using the identification and password); the retrieval item 
inputted from the client terminal includes position (location) information and/or time information 
(data and time), (Fig.6); the contents related information of each image data is displayed 
according to a table form matching items subject to display (Figs.6-7). 

5. Claims 5, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tipirneni as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Endo (US Patent No. 6,801,340). 

Concerning claims 5 and 8, Tiperneni fails to teach that the contents-related information 
includes GPS information wherein a mapping using the GPS information is displayed on a screen 
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of the client terminal. Endo teaches a data communication system for document transmission 
and reception wherein the document data can be reliably delivered to the receiver wherein 
information from a device which automatically detects the place of an apparatus such as GPS ' 
(Global Positioning System) is obtained, and the latitude and longitude are used as the place 
information (col. 15, lines 39-47). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teaching of using GPS for mapping a corresponding 
position on a map taught in Endo to the system in Tiperneni since both of them teach a 
transmission, retrieval of document or images in a communication system having a transmitter, 
receiver, server, database with contents-related information of the position. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tipirneni in view 
of Engelmann et al (US Patent No. 5,987,345). 

Concerning claim 17, Tiperneni discloses a retrieval result displaying method related to 
an on-demand image delivery system (Fig.l), displaying on a screen of a client terminal, 
simplified image data of said image data matching a retrieval condition and/or data regarding an 
item set by an image resource database, or an item set by an on-demand image delivery server, or 
an item set by said client terminal among contents-related information attached to said image 
data, on a screen of a client terminal. 

Tiperneni fails to teach that the displaying is according to matrix form corresponding to 
items to be displayed. Engelmann et al discloses method and system for retrieving and 
displaying medical images wherein the images are displayed in a matrix form (Figs. 14, 20; col. 
3, lines 36-47; col. 9, line 62 - col. 10, line 3). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
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art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of the images displaying on a 
screen in a matrix form as taught in Engelmann to the displaying screen in Tiperneni since both 
of them teach a retrieval and display system connected to network server/computer for retrieving 
images. 

7. Claim 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tipirneni in 
view of Endo (US Patent No. 6,801,340). 

Concerning claim 18, Tipirneni discloses a retrieval result displaying method related to 
an on-demand image delivery system, displaying on a screen of a client terminal, a mapping 
form screen obtained by mapping simplified image data of image data matching a retrieval 
condition. 

Tipirneni fails to teach that the mapping uses GPS information attached to the image data. Endo 
teaches a data communication system for document transmission and reception wherein the 
document data can be reliably delivered to the receiver wherein information from a device which 
automatically detects the place of an apparatus such as GPS (Global Positioning System) is 
obtained, and the latitude and longitude are used as the place information (col. 15, lines 39-47). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teaching of using GPS for mapping a corresponding position on a map taught in 
Endo to the system in Tiperneni since both of them teach a transmission, retrieval of document 
or images in a communication system having a transmitter, receiver, server, database with 
contents-related information of the position. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Watanabe et al (US Patent No. 6,762,860) discloses a network photograph service 
system for viewing and retrieving images through a network system. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 703 305- 
4860. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703 305-4863. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Madeleine AV Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 




March 17, 2005 



